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Th e story so far:

In the beginning, God 
created heaven and earth

He also created angels - the Valar - to help him in his work
But the most powerful of the Valar, Melkor, 
rebelled against God and fought the other 
Valar for mastery of the world

Much later, God also created Elves
Melkor captured some of the Elves and ordered his 
minion Sauron to turn them into hideous Orcs

Th e Valar made war on Melkor 
and fi nally defeated him.

Th ey invited the Elves to come 
and live with them in their own 
homeland, Valinor in the far 
West, where they would be safe 

Some Elves chose not to go, or got 
left behind in Middle-earth But others fi nally reached Valinor

Th ere they made their home in the holy light of 
the Two Trees. which had been created by the 
Valar to illuminate their homeland

Let it be!

I‛m not the villain, I‛m 
just misunderstood

Look at the stars!
Aren‛t they beautiful!

Yes. But can we please
invent clothes now?
I‛m cold.

Okay, fi ne, yes.
I‛m the villain

A perfect race of 
slave warriors!

Yes. 
inven
I‛m c

hers fi nally reached Vali

Now 
read 
on...



Finwë and Míriel are having their picture taken in front of the Two Trees, 
in best tourist style.

People in this cartoon (L-R):

Top row:Varda, generic Vanyie, Ingwë, generic Noldo, Míriel, Finwë, 
Mahtan, Indis, Aulë



Of course Yavanna “thinks the Trees are fi ne as they are” because she’s the 
one who made them. Varda, equally naturally, is sympathetic to the Elves’ 
desire to see the stars she made.

Oromë has a laser pointer. Don’t ask.

People in this cartoon (L-R):

Top row:Manwë, Tulkas, Yavanna, Nienna,Varda, Irmo, Vána.

Bottom row: Oromë, Aulë, Varda again, Námo, Nessa, Manwë again



At least Indis appreciates Finwë’s schoolboy humour.

Míriel’s pregnancy (spoiler!) will last an infeasibly long number of these 
cartoons. No wonder she’s worn out by the time it’s over.

So what did happen to Elwë?



Th is is what happened to him.

We’re back in Middle-earth here, which is unlit except for the stars, hence 
the black background.

Elwë is wearing his new grey cloak. He’s very proud of it. Melian must like 
it too.

Apparently Elves can go for 220 years without needing to eat or drink.

People in this cartoon (L-R):

Top row: Elwë, Melian, nightingales, elm trees.

Bottom row: Olwë, Círdan, generic Sindar



So just to be clear; the Th ird Kindred of the Elves originally called 
themselves Lindar (‘Singers’), the other Elves called them Teleri (‘Late-
comers’), and the ones who stayed in Midle-earth later called themselves 
Sindar (‘Greys’).

Uinen and Ossë, the Maiar of the Sea, are married to each other.

People in this cartoon (L-R):

Top row: generic Linda, Círdan, Olwë, more generic Lindar

Bottom row: Uinen, Ossë



Estë is the Vala of sleep and rest, but she’s also called the ‘healer of hurts’, 
so I assumed she’d be the closest there is in Valinor to a doctor. Not that the 
Valar ever fall sick themselves, so they don’t really need healing.

Míriel has morning sickness. She was the fi rst sapient being ever to become 
pregnant in the Undying Lands beneath the light of the Two Trees, so this 
is breaking new ground for everyone.

By the way, I don’t think Indis is actually as dumb as she’s sometimes 
appeared to be in these cartoons. She has a good idea here.



It seems a bit harsh in canon for Olwë to abandon his brother when some 
of the other Lindar were still willing to stay behind to keep on searching 
for him. so I gave him this motivation; that he’s doing what his brother 
would have wanted him to do for his people.



Th e Lindar are singing the sea shanties Ossë taught them.

Yes, Ossë is quoting Star Trek. Kinda.

For some reason at this stage I had it in my mind that the Calacirya was 
south of Mount Taniquetil, but in fact it’s north of it; so the picture here is 
the wrong way round.

Ulmo’s a rebel.



Back to Middle-earth.

Tolkien wrote a whole essay (‘Osanwë-kenta’) on whether the Valar and 
Maiar (like Melian here) are allowed to engage in physical activities, and 
what happens if they do. Th e conclusion was that after agreeing to marry 
Elwë and have his baby, Melian created a material Elven body for herself, 
and could no longer shed it at will and become immaterial again the way 
the other Ainur can — at least not while her marriage lasted. 

Oh, and yes, Elwë is quoting Kennedy from ‘Buff y’.

Th e Elves are saying “Oh my God, it’s him!” He’s alive!” “He’s come back at 
last!” “But who is that angel with him?”



Number 100!

Indis loves Finwë and is heartbroken that she’s not the one having his 
child, but struggles to keep a brave face in public, and doesn’t want to hurt 
Míriel. 

‘Valier’ is the word ‘Valar’ except with a feminine plural ending; as Tulkas 
uses it here it basically means ‘the women’ (or ‘the girls’).

Míriel’s child (Fëanor) was actually born in 1179 and Melian’s child 
(Lúthien) in 1200, so I’m using artistic licence here on the timing.

Whether Fëanor or Lúthien had the ‘mightiest destiny’ is probably 
unanswerable. I’m sure Fëanor would claim his was the greater, while 
Lúthien wouldn’t care.



From the Grey Annals: “Th ey were amazed, for fair and noble as he had 
been, now he appeared as it were a lord of the Maiar, tallest of all the 
Children of Ilúvatar, his hair as grey silver, and his eyes like unto stars”.

“We are grey, we stand between the Shadow and the Light” is a quote from 
Babylon 5.



So here I’m quoting Tolkien’s long (but unfi nished) poem ‘Th e Lay of 
Leithian’. Keen eyes might notice that Tolkien actually salvaged and 
recycled some of these lines for Gimli’s poem about Durin that was 
published in the ‘Lord of the Rings’.



Lúthien can’t be a Mary Sue because she’s canon. She’s also not an 
authorial self-insert... though she just may be an author’s-wife-insert...

Enelyë, the sixth Elf ever to be created, was (at least in my version of this 
story: it’s left unstated in canon) the mother of Elwë (Th ingol) and Olwë.

With everything else Lúthien manages to do in the Silmarillion, breaking 
the fourth wall is the least of her abilities.



Th e fi rst hint of what will become a running theme about Daeron.Th e 
poor guy loves Lúthien passionately, but she sees him as a friend and 
possibly a big brother.

Having eyes of a distinctive colour is one of the distinguishing features of a 
Mary Sue. Lúthien’s aren’t violet or golden, just grey - but not normal grey 
but “grey as evening”. And yes, she actually is a princess.

Th ingol being strict about who Lúthien is allowed to see is foreshadowing.

Yes, it’s going to be a talking dog.

Basically, Lúthien IS a Disney character.



It’s a map! Th ough in hindsight perhaps I should have used more faded 
colours so the people stand out better.

Sauron is hiding in the ruins of Angband, but nobody outside knows that.



Don’t use sarcasm, Th ingol, Melian is only trying to help.

Mablung, Beleg and Daeron make their fi rst appearance.



‘Blue on blue’ is NATO military slang for friendly fi re (when your soldiers 
shoot people on the same side by mistake).

Th e Sindar patrol are quite possibly quoting dialogue from ‘Apocalypse 
Now’ to wind Beleg up. 

Huitho is a genuine Elven swear word.

Melian was at the conquest of Utumno with the Valar, so she would have 
seen Orcs then.



Elves meet Dwarves for the fi rst time, and immediately get off  on a bad 
footing.

In canon, the Elves didn’t realise at fi rst that the small groups of wandering 
Dwarves they encountered were sentient, and they hunted and killed 
them. But then organised bands of Dwarves from the cities of Nogrod and 
Belegost showed up, and the mistake was realised.



HoME says that Melian was ‘akin to Yavanna’, so I made them cousins. 
Bear in mind that ‘Valar’ is just an honourary title given to the 14 most 
powerful and infl uential of the Ainur who entered Arda; they’re not a 
separate race to the Maiar.

Th e distribution of the Dwarf-fathers is also from HoME, though the map 
is Karen Fonstad’s.



Th e dwarf here is quoting lines from the poem about Durin that Gimli 
recites in ‘Lord of the Rings’. (‘No words were laid on stream or stone / 
When Durin woke and walked alone. / He named the nameless hills and 
dells; / He drank from yet untasted wells.”)

It’s from HoME that Durin had no female companion while the other six 
dwarf-fathers did, so the other Dwarves sent him their surplus population 
to establish Khazâd-düm. Th e idea that those six Dwarf couples gave birth 

to the entire Dwarf race is best left unexamined. 

‘Moria’ is of course ‘Black Pit’ in Sindarin. Th e other names are the 
Sindarin translations of the Dwarvish (Khuzdul) names.

Beleg likes the idea of a city named Belegost. ‘beleg’ is Sindarin for ‘strong’, 
‘mighty’, and ‘ost’ means ‘fortress’.



Lúthien not liking to be cooped up underground away from the sky is 
foreshadowing.



Daeron doesn’t get enough credit for inventing writing: it’s a major 
conceptual leap forward.

Th en again, who would immortal Elves with perfect memories even need 
writing? Once they start getting killed in large numbers (spoiler!) they’ll see 
the value in it, though. But that’s still thousands of years in their future at 
this point.

In canon, Daeron invented the runes, but the Elves never really used them. 
Th e Dwarves, however, loved them, and by the time of LotR most people 
in Middle-earth assumed Dwarves invented them. 

Th e runes at the top of the sheet say ‘Angerthas Daeron’. (Alphabet of 
Daeron).



Yes, this entire cartoon is an elaborate pun on the idea of ‘shipping’. Sorry 
about that.

Of course Nienna loves tragic and romantic relationships and doomed love.



Th e Valier ‘ship Finwë and either Míriel or Indis, so leave it to Uinen to 
ship the two women together instead. Or, if you notice the name of the 
swanship, the two men.

Th e song Ossë is teaching the Teleri is ‘Frigging in the Rigging’.

Ossë and Uinen’s thing for swans is vaguely distubing.



In this map, Mount Taniquetil is moved to its true location south of the 
Calacirya.



Poor Míriel.

Fëanor speaks his fi rst words in the story! (“A ba ba”.)

Th e digression on Elven naming practices is from ‘Laws and Customs 
among the Eldar’. Strict;ly speaking, I think it’s only the Noldor that 
follow these customs in full.



Why?

Notice that the Noldor have a very diff erent idea of the value of literacy 
than the Sindar do. Lúthien would prefer to just dance, but Fëanor learns 
to read and write at a young age. 



Th e details of Míriel’s story are from HoME - in the Silmarillion it’s 
covered much more briefl y. Tolkien wavered on how long she lived after 
Fëanor’s birth before dying; in some versions it’s immediately after, in 
others anything up to 10 (solar) years after. From a storytelling point of 
view I think it’s more eff ective if she survived long enough for Fëanor to 
remember her.



Explanation time: Míriel’s amilessë (see #116) was originally ‘Th erinde’ 
(Tolkien usually wrote it with the Anglo-Saxon letter þ) which means 
‘needlewoman’ or ‘broidress’. However, in Valinor the Noldor changed 
the pronunciation of the initial th-sound in words to an s- instead, so the 
word for needlewoman became ‘serindë’  - though still spelled the old way. 
Míriel, however, refused to change the pronunciation of her own name, 
and insisted on only answering to the archaic pronunciation ‘therindë’.

Th is was seen as a strange quirk even by her family, though they respected 
her wishes as long as she was alive.



Th is is something of a gap in Tolkien’s writing. A lot of fuss is made over 
how Míriel was the fi rst Elf to die in Valinor, and nobody had seen death 
before this - but what about all the Elves killed by Melkor? Surely some 
died on the Great Journey? What happened to their souls?

(Th ere is another idea Tolkien played with, that their souls were just 
wandering around Middle-earth lost, until Námo summoned them to 
Mandos after these events.)

You may have noticed the titles of these last cartoons are all from Hamlet. 



It must be frustrating talking to Eru, since his omniscience means he 
knows what you’re going to ask even before you ask it.

Th is is based on Tolkien’s short work, ‘Th e Converse of Manwë and Eru’, 
where I did get the distinct impression that God was being a bit sarcastic 
and impatient with the Valar at times...



I’ve always thought this was all a bit illogical. Th e Valar have the right 
to order an Elf to stay dead, but not the right to order them to be reborn. 
Elven souls have the right to refuse to enter the Halls of Mandos, but not 
the right to leave them again without permission.

Of course, what Tolkien was actually trying to do was reconcile his own 
legendarium with the tenets of Catholic Christianity.

‘Laws and Customs among the Eldar’ says that Elves can only be reborn 
with ‘the blessing of Manwë and Varda’, but it doesn’t say whether 
the blessing has to be given by both, or if each of them has the power 
individually.



Canon says that Fëanor created his alphabet ‘while still in his early youth’, 
though Tolkien probably didn’t mean quite this young.

Th e scroll says ‘Tengwar Feanáro - Curufi nwello Feanárollo Finwion, 
loava lempe” - ‘Alphabet of Feanor, by Curufi nwe Feanáro, son of Finwë, 
age 5’.



I created the elf-child chibis by reducing the adult versions in size, but 
making their heads relatively larger compared to their bodies, and their 
bodies slightly more squat.

Manwë probably could make an actual raincloud follow Finwë around, 
but he wouldn’t be so cruel. It’s symbolic.

Fanart often depicts Nerdanel as a redhead, but in fact Tolkien only says 

that her father and three of her sons had red or auburn hair, not that she 
herself had. So I made her brunette - still unusual among the black-haired 
Noldor.



Yep, Tolkien was a devout Roman Catholic who hated the very idea of 
divorce.



‘Ring of Doom’ just means the circular place where the Valar make laws 
and jugements, but it does sound ominous.

Th is cartoon tries to summarise one of the most diffi  cult things Tolkien 
ever wrote; several pages of closely-written theological argument in archaic 
prose. It is interesting in that it shows the Valar arguing, disagreeing, and 
even sometimes being sarcastic to each other. Very human.



Th e ‘cooling off  period’ is 12 years in the original, but that’s Valinorean 
years, which I’ve converted to solar years.

After her death Míriel did indeed eventually say, “Indis hath my love. 
How should I bear grudge against one who received what I rejected, and 
cherished what I abandoned?”, so it’s canon she didn’t keep any resentment 
towards her.

Femslashers have, no doubt, expanded on Míriel saying she loves Indis to 
an extent Tolkien himself probably never imagined.

Meanwhile, Finwë is probably the last person to realise that Indis loves 
him. 



Finwë has to wait 120 years until the decree nisi ending his marriage with 
Míriel becomes absolute.

Fëanor is now a teenager. (I’m kind of using poetic licence with his age.)

Th e idea that Fëanor wants to improve his communication devices by 
making them bigger is a jab at mobile phones always getting smaller. In 
canon there were at least eight palantíri - the seven in Middle-earth and 

one in Tol Eressëa - but it’s possible Fëanor made more which never left 
Valinor.



It is canon that Indis spontaneously burst into song when she saw Finwë 
coming to visit, but she probably wasn’t singing a genderswapped ‘And I 
Love Her’ by the Beatles.

I usually show Manwë conducting wedding services according to the 
Anglican form of service, but in fact Tolkien wrote that Elves marry by 
exchanging vows in front of witnesses with no need for anyone to offi  ciate 
or perform a ceremony — and that in fact, the marriage comes into 

legal eff ect when it is consummated, with the public declarations being 
customary and considered to be a courtesy to kinfolk and community, but 
not strictly necessary.



Father-name and mother-name, plus the Sindarin translation by which 
the character is more usually known. See #116 for a fuller explanation.

I’ve depicted the Vanyar as wearing blue and having blond hair, the 
Noldor wearing green with black hair; so to show their mixed heritage, 
Fingolfi n wears blue and has black hair and Finarfi n wears green and has 
blond hair.



“Come on guys, don’t fi ght. We’re family.” Oh Finarfi n, you have no idea...

Fëanor genuinely loves his father and doesn’t want to hurt him, and here 
he’s realising that his attitude to Indis IS hurting his father.

Fëanor’s name means ‘Spirit of Fire’, hence his brothers nicknaming him 
‘Flamey’ or (later on) ‘Flameboy’.



When I fi rst did this cartoon the three women in the fi rst panel were just 
generic Elves, but then I wrote a whole long fanfi c based on this section 
and gave them the names Lissiel, Vilyië and Arawendë.

None of this is in canon, where it just says that Fëanor and Nerdanel were 
still very young (in Elf terms) when they met, and that she was a skilled 
sculptress and not considered particularly beautiful by her peers.

Nerdanel has to be very careful she doesn’t blink when she’s carving that 
statue.

She genuinely hasn’t recognised Fëanor here, so she’s giving him her honest 
opinion without softening or fl attery. It’s probably a new experience for 
him.



Th e two of them are inventing the concept of artistic perspective, which 
in real life the Florentine artist Filippo Brunelleschi discovered during the 
Renaissance.

Again, none of these events are in canon, only the personalities of Fëanor 
and Nerdanel are described in some detail.

Fëanor is canonically the greatest genius who ever walked the earth, and 
he knows it. It seemed to me that for such a man, a relationship could 
only work with a woman who was (almost) his intellectual equal, and 
surpassed him in her own specifi c area of interest - which for Nerdanel, we 
know, was art - and equally importantly, was stubborn and willing to call 
him on his bullshit when needed.



Nerdanel, stop breaking the fourth wall. Only Enelyë and her descendants 
are supposed to do that.



It’s actually mentioned in an account of the Exile that at one point Fëanor 
referred to Dahan-igwis-telgun and none of the Elves present knew what 
he meant, but his words were recorded and a scholar later realised he was 
saying the Valarin word for Mount Taniquetil.

Both Fëanor and Nerdanel are right - the Valar did usually communicate 
to each other telepathically, and spoke to the Elves in Quenya. But they 
also invented their own language before the Elves arrived, partly for fun 

(the Valar all like creating things), and partly because they knew that Elves 
and humans would use spoken languages, and they wanted to experience 
and understand them fi rst-hand. Once the Elves did reach Valinor the 
Valar mostly adopted Quenya when they needed to speak with words, and 
abandoned their own language. Only a few scholars (like Fëanor) knew 
about it, as an intellectual curiosity.

Fëanor’s discontent fi rst begins here.



Colour-coded dialogue here so you can keep track of who’s speaking.

Hyarmentir is a mountain in the far south of Valinor.

Fëanor learns smithing and crqftsmanship. I’m sure that’s something that 
will not have any future consequences.



Introducing the sons of Fêanor. Nice lads.

I’ve always been puzzled why that 8-pointed star I’ve shown them wearing 
on their chests is called ‘Th e star of the House of Fëanor’ but Fëanor 
himself never used it.



Maedhros, always the voice of reason. Caranthir, Celegorm and Curufi n, 
rarely if ever.



Th e fi rst hints of trouble between Nerdanel and Fëanor. 

Also, eugenics, Middle-earth style.

Yes, Galadriel, yes you are.



Míriel doesn’t actually play any role here, she’s just wandering the halls of 
Mandos being a ghost.

Melkor puts on the clothes I had him in right at the start before he Fell, 
although his wings haven’t changed back. He also has a fake angelic halo 
wired to his spiky black one.



Th e beginning of the friendship between Indis and Nerdanel (which is 
from HoME).



Notice that Melkor is saying the absolute truth here, but his meaning is 
180° from what the Valar think he means.

Morally, Nienna is right. Only with hindsight, we know Ulmo is right.



Given that Námo can predict the future, you have to wonder why he 
didn’t say anything.



Another cartoon that riff s off  Babylon 5.



Th e lines about honey are an oblique reference to the Rupert Brooke poem 
written just before the First World War broke out (‘And is there honey still 
for tea?’). Also, bees do seem like something Melkor would have created, 
but turned to bring good out of evil. 

Fëanor asking Galadriel for one of her hairs is canon. but Tolkien made 
it seem like it was meant as a romantic gesture - but he’s her uncle! So I 
made her still small and it creepy (unintentionally: Fëanor doesn’t realise 
the implications, as we’ll see in the next cartoon.)

Notice that technically, Fëanor does ask three times here for one of her 
hairs.



Yes, Galadriel’s hair inspired Fëanor to make the Silmarils. 

One of the things the books hint at that I wanted to make more clear is 
that the Silmarils aren’t just pretty jewels; the Light in them deserves a 
capital L. Th ey’re sacred, and theoretically impossible to make until Fëanor 
did so regardless.



Elves can go for at least 220 years without eating...



Don’t keep us in suspense, Fëanor! Th ere might be some people who haven’t 
read the book and don’t know what you’re making!



Tolkien writes that the light of the Two Trees was made from the Secret 
Fire - the divine spark of life given to the world by Eru that made it into 
Reality. It blessed everything it shone upon. In Christian terms, the Secret 
Fire is the Holy Spirit. 

Trapping some of it in a jewel is therefore impossible (and possibly 
blasphemous). Fëanor is going to do it anyway. Presumably that’s part of 
Eru’s plan for the world.



In the Book of Lost Tales, the ‘luminous phosphor of sea-foam’ is one of the 
ingredients Fëanor uses to make the Silmarils. Don’t ask how you could put 
it in a box.

Curufi n is the only one of Fëanor’s sons who is canonically known to 
have later had a wife and child, though some of the others apparently got 
married off -camera.

Melkor’s skills as a musician were revealed in the Ainulindalë. He played 
the electric guitar, if you recall.



Th at’s the kind of nuclear light that burns your shadow into the wall 
behind you. I assume Fëanor discovers a way to reduce the glare on the 
Silmarils before taking them out in public.



Sparkly!

Some might question why immortal Elves would have thought of the 
concept of ‘heirlooms’ at all, but I needed to establish that Fëanor’s sons, as 
well as Fëanor himself, would feel that the Silmarils were theirs by right.



Th e Silmarils are casting shadows.

Varda is the Vala whose area of concern is Light, and she’s also the one with 
the strongest link to the Secret Fire. See #149 - while most of the others are 
just thinking “Ooh, pretty jewels”, Varda is the fi rst to realise exactly what 
Fëanor has created, and she’s worried. (Th ough I think Manwë has an 
inkling of the same fact.)

Fëanor calls the Silmarils ‘precious’. Yes, I did that deliberately.



Melkor’s getting ideas...

In this retelling, Varda blesses the Silmarils as a safeguard, due to her fears 
as mentioned in the previous cartoon.

In the earliest version of the story the Silmarils scorched evil people’s fl esh 
simply by their own holy power; the idea that Varda blessed them was a 
later addition by Tolkien.



And so Melkor’s whispering campaign begins...

Th e Elves Melkor is talking to in the second row are Galadriel, Maedhros, 
Fingon, Turgon and Aegnor. (Just chosen as a representative sample of 
Finwë’s grandchildren, no deeper meaning behind showing them in 
particular.)



Th e fi nal generation pre-Exile of Noldor is being born - Idril Silver-foot 
daughter of Turgon and Elenwë, and Celebrimbor son of  Curufi n and an 
unnamed wife. Th e child of Angrod and Eldalótë will be Orodreth.

We’re told that Melkor helped the Noldor with his ‘lore and labour’ and 
taught them many hidden things, but not specifi cs. 

Th e political theory he’s discussing with Fingolfi n and Finarfi n is actually 

the Führerprinzip, which was an essential part of Nazi ideology. No 
wonder it ‘sounds dictatorial’!

Fingolfi n has his own issues with Fëanor, but his pride won’t let him listen 
to someone outside the family criticising his brother.



Galadriel is a fi rebrand teenage radical. Her brother Finrod is the calm 
voice of reason who doesn’t really understand what’s got into everyone these 
days.

People in this cartoon (L-R):

Top row:Finrod Felegund, Fingon, Aegnor, Turgon, Argon, Galadriel



Fëanor isn’t too surprised to fi nd his niece Aredhel hanging around with 
her cousins Celegorm and Curufi n again.

Th e ‘specifi c reason’ I’m hinting at in the last panel is the arrival of 
humans, which the Elves don’t know about yet.



I don’t imagine there’d be any theft (or crime at all, really) in Valinor 
before Melkor’s infl uence started spreading, so the idea that valuable items 
need to be locked away is a new one.

So to clarify Melkor’s disinformation here: he’s exploiting Fëanor’s 
protectiveness over the Silmarils by implying that th eValar will try to take 
them - and that they might prefer to see Fingolfi n as King of the Noldor 
since they could then tell him to order his half-brother to give the Silmarils 

to them.



Even though Fëanor is falling for Melkor’s half-truths here, he is still a 
genius and can work out the implications of the Valar keeping humans 
secret for himself, without prompting.

Th e humans in the prophecy-bubble are in fact Beren, Haleth and Túrin 
- one from each kindred of the Edain.I decided to make human chibis in 
general darker-skinned than Elf chibis as a distinguishing feature.



Th e seven sons of Fëanor speaking in unison and carrying weapons. 
Nothing ominous there at all.

People in this cartoon (L-R):

Top row:Galadriel, Fingon, Caranthir, Fingolfi n, Fëanor

Bottom row: Nerdanel, Fëanor, Mahtan



Carrying a big, heavy shield around town all day sounds kind of 
awkward, but it’s canon.A Noldor version of wearing gang colours.

Th e shields are Tolkien’s version of the arms of each house of the Noldor. 
Galadriel and Aredhel have lozenges instead of shields, as per the rules of 
heraldry.

People in this cartoon (L-R):

Bottom row: Celegorm as Gregory, Caranthir as Abraham, Argon as 
Sampson, Finrod as Benvolio (from Act I Scene 1 of ‘Romeo and Juliet’.)



It’s quite scary how closely Fëanor’s rhetoric - about ‘lesser beings’ (humans) 
and ‘Lebensraum in the East (Middle-earth, as seen from Valinor) - relates 
to Hitler’s. Not that I’m saying the two are similar otherwise.

Fingolfi n’s words to his father are an example of the rare and slightly 
awkward situations where Tolkien gives us actual dialogue instead of 
reported speech, and I need to preserve the meaning as closely as possible, 
while shortening it and making it into colloquial modern English to fi t the 

style of the cartoon.



One of the Silmarillion’s iconic moments, much beloved by fan artists. 
Th ough most of them don’t add ‘poke poke’ sound eff ects as Fëanor 
threatens his brother with the sword.



‘[Fëanor’s] later deeds grieved [Nerdanel], and they became estranged’.

If Varda can hear her name being called from anywhere in Arda, it’s going 
to be really awkward for her if any Elves are in the habit of screaming “Ai! 
Elbereth! Elbereth! Yes!” during sex.



At this point the Valar haven’t realised that Melkor is behind the trouble, 
so they believe it’s Fëanor himself who has been stirring up rebellion and 
discontent against them, out of his own pride and ambition.



I’ve never understood why the Valar kept the future existence of humans 
a secret. I can only assume that they simply didn’t bother to tell the Elves 
about them because they didn’t think it mattered, leaving an opening for 
Melkor to falsely imply that they had a sinister motive instead.



Strictly speaking Melkor’s ability to shed his body and walk unseen seems 
to be fading, if he’s still manifest as a dark cloud or a shadow over the 
light. Eventually he’ll lose the power entirely and be stuck in physical form.

As mentioned earlier with Melian, Tolkien wrote that this was a 
theoretical danger for any of the Ainur, especially if they relied on their 
solid body to perform physical activities. Melkor took material form as a 
symbol of his desire to gain mastery over the physical matter of all Arda.



12 Valinorean years is 120 of our years (or 115 if you use Tolkien’s later 
conversion factor).

I have to admit I put my own opinion on Finwë’s decision into Indis’s 
mouth here. It’s a complete over-reaction.



Tolkien wrote two versions of what Nerdanel decided to do at this point: 
in one she went back to live with her father, but in the other she “asked 
leave to abide with Indis, whom she had ever esteemed, though this was 
little to the liking of Fëanor”.Th at’s a more interesting story to me.

(I do wonder whom she had to ‘ask leave’ from, though. Finwë? Her 
husband? Indis herself? Th e Valar?)

It’s canon that Indis also didn’t accompany her own husband to Formenos; 
Finwë will even say later that he “had not seen her for many years’, though 
in their case it seems to be simply a case of moving apart rather than any 
dramatic estrangement.



Technically Elves can’t ever get divorced because the Creator is Catholic, so 
Fëanor is Nerdanel’s ‘estranged’ not ‘ex’ husband.

 I don’t think Elven succession laws have really been formalised at this 
point in time (why would they be when Elves are immortal?). I also 
assume Indis, as a matter of personality and character, would have no 
interest in ruling herself, and is happy for her son to do the job. 



Time for a map! Melkor actually can be seen (in dark cloud form) if you 
look closely enough. Also, there’s something big in Avathar.



Chromium is alloyed with iron to make stainless steel.

PS: Fëanor, the answer to your question is “No”.



Sincere apologies for the way my mind works regarding Celegorm and 
Maglor’s conversation. 



Melkor’s really good at hiding. :)



Behind you!!

Gothmog and Sauron are actually hiding in a little cellar under Angband 
getting on each other’s nerves.



Ungoliant was one of the Ainur who originally followed Melkor into Arda, 
but then left him to go off  on her own. Th at’s how they recognise each 
other.



So just what is Melkor’s cunning, and also Evil, plan?

To be continued...










